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After having burned seventy of the best warriors,
they put out the eyes and girdled the mouths of all
the old men, whom they afterward abandoned to
their own guidance, in order that they might thus
drag out a miserable life. Such is the scourge that
depopulates all these countries; for their wars are
but wars of extermination.

This Nation of fire alone is more populous [115]
than all the Neutral Nation, all the Hurons, and all
the Iroquois, enemies of the Hurons, put together.
It consists of a large number of villages, wherein is
spoken the Algonquin language, which prevails still
farther on. Life will fail us rather than new nations
to conquer for Jesus Christ. And it is necessary that
the Faith should soften these tribes, as it is com-
mencing to tame those of the same language who
live toward the North. At least, some trustworthy
Hurons, who go every year to trade with the Algon-
quin tribes scattered here and there, have informed
us that they have met Christians who kneel as we
do, clasp their hands, raise their eyes to Heaven, and
pray to God night and morning, and before and after
meals. And the best evidence of their Faith is that
they are no longer wicked and dishonest, as they
formerly were. They call them Ondoutaouakeron-
non. These are people about a hundred leagues
above the Saguené, toward the North, who have
been instructed — some at Tadoussak, [116] and others
at Three Rivers, where they go merely as birds
of passage, bearing with them into their solitary
woods, lakes, and mountains the Faith and the fear
of God, which finds its abode everywhere.



